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SUBJECT: CEAUSESCU VISIT TO LEBANON 

REF: TEL AVIV 928 

SUMMARY: ROMANIAN PRES CEAUSECSCU VISITED LEBANON FEB 14-17, 
EN ROUTE FROM LIBYA TO SYRIA. HIGHLIGHTS OF HIS 
SOJOURN INCLUDED CORDIAL TALKS WITH TOP GOL OFFICIALS 
AND MEETING WITH PLO CHIEF ARAFAT AND OTHER FEDAYEEN 
LEADERS, ALL OF WHICH WERE MARKED BY REPEATED EXPRES- 
SIONS OF ROMANIAN SUPPORT FOR TOTAL ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL 
FROM OCCUPIED TERRITORIES, RESTORATION OF PALESTINIAN 
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"RIGHTS" AND ESTABLISHMENT OF INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN 
STATE. END SUMMARY. 
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1. FIRST DAY OF CEAUSESCU VISIT TO LEBANON (FEB 14) WAS 
LARGELY DEVOTED TO CEREMONIAL ACTIVITIES, CULMINATING 
IN BANQUET HOSTED BY PRES FRANGIE AT PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. 
FOLLOWING BANQUET, HOWEVER, CEAUSESCU MET IN PALACE QUEST- 
WING WITH PLO CHAIRMAN ARAFAT, FATAH'S FAROUQ QADDUMI, 
SA'IQA'S ZOHAYR MUHSEN AND PDFLP'S YASIRRABDRABBU. 
CEAUSESCU INFORMED NEWSMEN AFTERWARDS THAT HIS TALK 
WITH FEDAYEEN LEADERS HAD BEEN FRIENDLY AND THAT THEY 
HAD RESPONDED POSITIVELY TO HIS URGINGS FOR GREATER 
FEDAYEEN AND PALESTINIAN UNITY AND FOR FEDAYEEN ACCEPTANCE 
OF CREATION OF INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN STATE FOLLOWING 
ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FORM OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. IN PRESS 
CONFERENCE HELD HERE FEB 16, CEAUSESCU EXPOUNDED ON 

SAME SUBJECT, SATING "UNITY OF PALESTINIAN PEOPLE IS 
ESSENTIAL" AND CREATION OF INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN STATE 
WOULD BE "A GOOD THING". HE OBSERVED, SOMEWHAT POINTEDLY, 
THAT "IT IS UP TO PALESTINIANS AND THEIR LEADERS TO 
DETERMINE THEIR OWN COURSES OF ACTION THAT WOULD PERMIT 
THEM TO ACHIEVE THIS GOAL". HE ADDED THAT SOLUTION 
OF PALESTINE QUESTION "IS ESSENTIAL TO ACHIEVEMENT OF 
JUST AND LASTING ME PEACE" AND THAT, IN HIS OPINION, 

"CREATION OF A PALESTINIAN STATE WOULD CREATE A NEW 
SITUATION WHICH WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO THE SEARCH FOR AN 
OVERALL SOLUTION OF THIS PROBLEM". 

2. PLO (WAFA) NEWS AGENCY REPORTTED FEB 16 THAT CEAUSESCU 
HAD ASSURED FEDAYEEN THAT GOR RECOGNIZES PLO AS 
"RESPRESENTATIVE OF PALESTINIAN PEOPLE" AND INVITED IT 

TO PEN OFFICE IN BUCHAREST. ZOHAYR MUHSEN, IN INTER 
VIEW PUBLISHED HERE FEB 16, SAID CEAUSESCU HAD OFFERED 
TO RECOGNIZE PLO AS PALESTINIAN GOVT-IN-EXILE "ONLY IF 
WE AGREE TO GO TO GENEVA", WHICH MUHSEN SAID WAS NOT 
POSSIBLE FOR TIME BEING. MUHSEN ALSO DENIED REPORTS 
THAT CEAUSESCU HAD OFFERED TO MEDIATE DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN KING HUSSEIN AND FEDAYEEN IN ORDER TO ENSURE 
FEDAYEEN PARTICIPATION AT GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

3. ON FEB 16, FOLLOWING TWO DAYS OF TALKS WITH PRESI- 
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DENT FRANGIE AND SENIOR GOL OFFICIALS, CEAUSESCU TOLD 
PRESS CONFERENCE HE HAD FOUND GOR AND GOL SOLIDLY 
AGREED ON "NECESSITY OF EXERTING ALL OUR EFFORTS TO 
ACHIEVE JUST AND DURABLE ME PEACE ON BASIS OF UNSC 
RESOLUTIONS CALLING FOR ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES AND FOR SOLUTION OF PROBLEM OF PALESTINIAN 
PEOPLE". "WE ALSO ARRIVED" HE SAID. "AT COMMON CON- 
CLUSIONS RE PROBLEMS OF EUROPEAN SECURITY AND OTHER 
ISSUES WHICH PREOCCUPY MANKIND, PARTICULARLY PROBLEM 
OF UNDER DEVELOPMENT". CEAUSESCU EMPHASIZED GOR IS 
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ANXIOUS DEVELOP ITS RELATION WITH ALL NATIONS ON BASIS 
OF MUTUAL RESPECT, NON-INTEFERENCE AND PEACEFUL CO- 
EXISTENCE. "IT IS TRUE," HE ADDED, "THAT WE HAVE 
ACTVELY SUPPORTED STRUGGLE BY NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVE- 
MENTS AGAINST COLONIAL YOKE, THAT WE HAVE SUPPORTED 
THIRD- WORLD NATIONS AT THE UN, THAT ROMANIAN HAS SIMULTANEOUSLY 
IMPROVED HER RELATIONS WITH US, AND THAT SHE MAINTAINS 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL WHILE CALLING FOR ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL FROM OCCUPIED ARAB LANDS BUT THESE THINGS 
ARE NOT AT ALL CONTRADICTORY. SEVERING DIPLOMTIC RE- 
LATIONS DOES NOT HELP TO SOLVE PROBLEMS BETWEEN STATES. 
MOREOVER, EXISTENCE OF SUCH RELATIONS DOES NOT ENTAIL 
TOTAL OR EVEN PARTIAL AGREEMENT WITH THEIR POLICIES... 

BUT IT DOES ASSIST IN SEARCH FOR SOLUTIONS TO VARIOUS 
PROBLEMS, SOLUTIONS BASED ON PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE". 

4. JOINT LEBANESE-ROMANIAN COUMMUNIQUE ISSUED UPON 
CEAUSESCU'S DEPARTURE FOR SYRIA FEB 17 STATED BOTH 
GOVTS HOPE GENEVA CONFERENCE WILL LEAD TO JUST ME 
PEACE SETTLEMENT, BUT NOTED THIS WOULD NOT HAPPEN "UNLESS 
ISRAEL WITHDRAWS FROM ALL OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORY 

AND PALESTINE ISSUE IS SETTLED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
LEGITIMATE NATIONAL ASPIRATIONS OF PALESTINIAN PEOPLE". 
COMMUNIQUE ALSO CONDEMNED USE OF FORCE IN CONDUCT OF 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR ALGERIAN 
INITIATIVE RE SPECIAL UNGA TO CONSIDER ENERGY CRISIS 
AND RAW MATERIALS. 

5. CORDIAL TONE OF CEAUSESCU'S RECEPTION HERE WAS IN 
TENSIFIED FEB 16 WHEN CEAUSESCU AND PRESS FR ANGIE SIGNED 
SEVERAL MINOR BILATERAL AGREEMENTS CONCERNING TOURISM. 
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CULTURAL EXCHANGES, AND TECHNICAL AID IN VETERINARY 
MEDICINE. 

6. COMMENT: CEAUSESCU’S REMARKS RE PALESTINIAN STATE 
AND HIS MEETING WITH ARAFAT HAVE REALIZED ISRAELI FEARS 
REPORTED TEL AVIV 928. HOWEVER, WE TAKE HIS PRESS 
CONFERENCE REFERENCES TO "PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE" AND 
NEED TO MAINTAIN FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH ALL AS SIGN 
HE WAS TRYING TO SOFTEN HIS PRO-PALESTINIAN UTTERANCES 
FOR ISRAELI CONSUMPTION. AS FAR AS LEBANESE ARE CON- 
CERNED, CEAUSESCU'S VISIT IS BEING GENERALLY REGARDED 

AS PUBLIC RELATIONS SUCCESS IN TERMS OF MENDING HIS FENCES 
WITH ARABS. WE DOUBT HOWEVER THAT GOL- WHICH ITSELF WOULD LIKE 
TO GIVE IMPRESSION OF PLAYING MORE SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN 
SETTLEMENT PROCESS-ATTACHES MUCH IMPORTANCE TO ROMANIAN 
PRESIDENT'S APPARENT EFFORTS TO ASSUME SOME KIND OF 
INFLUENTIAL ROLE IN ME AFFAIRS. 
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